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Preface

The historic mass uprising of students and citizens in
July 2024 that overthrew the 18 year-long autocratic
regime of disenfranchisement, state repression and
unchecked looting, once again proved that the people
of Bangladesh are uncompromising about democracy,
justice, and human dignity. The blood of thousands of
martyrs and victims shed over the course of a
prolonged struggle for democracy, the heroic
sacrifices, and the grief of the families of
forced-disappearances, have put upon us an
inescapable duty to build an equitable, merit-based,
and accountable state that will lead to a just, humane,
and prosperous Bangladesh where people are always
put first.

The Bangladesh Nationalist Party-BNP firmly believes
that the state belongs to the people, not to any
individual or group and, as stated by the constitution,
the people are all source of political power. However,
over the past one and a half decades, the absence of
free and fair elections, enforced disappearances,
killings and torture, suppression of freedom of
expression, politicization of the judiciary, and rampant
corruption deprived the people of their ownership of
the state. The long simmering grievance of the people
resulted in the national outburst in July 2024-which
was not driven merely by a desire for regime change
but a determination to take back their country.

Bangladesh and the BNP are joined at the hip from
birth. Leaders of BNP and the party played leading
roles in every chapter of the country’s history. In
declaring independence of Bangladesh at the
inception of the Liberation War in 1971, in returning to
multi-party democracy after the one-party regime of
BAKSAL, in political opposition to autocracy in the
1980s, in establishing parliamentary democracy in 1991,
in founding and nurturing national economic
development connected with the global economy, in
the long existential struggle against the fascistic

Sheikh Hasina regime, and in the mass uprising of
July 2024, the Bangladesh Nationalist Party has played
leading and decisive roles with the aid and support of
citizens of the country.

Time and time again, BNP stepped up to recover and
restore the country from brinks of economic and
political collapse. Shaheed President Ziaur Rahman
turned back Bangladesh from a ‘basket case’ after the
famine of 1974 and BAKSAL of 1975 to a model of
development in the late 1970s through green
revolution in agriculture, promotion of overseas
employment and expansion of industry through
encouragement of private sector and reform in the
public sector. The two main pillars of Bangladesh
economy in the last four decades, garments export and
remittance income, are results of his policies and
vision. He was a global pioneer in transforming a
rigid, bloc-oriented underdeveloped economy first
into a mixed economy and then into a free-market
economy. President Ziaur Rahman also laid the course
of an independent foreign policy for Bangladesh,
particularly by pioneering the idea of SAARC and
placing the country at the centre of South Asian
regional diplomacy and cooperation and by forging
strong ties with the Organization of Islamic Countries
and the broader Muslim world. Through formulation
and introduction of the ideology of Bangladeshi
Nationalism, through setting free press and media,
and through enshrining freedom of expression, Ziaur
Rahman laid the foundations of a free, democratic and
united Bangladesh.

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia revitalized the
economy left moribund by the autocratic regime
through the expansion of the garments industry, the
widening of the flow of migrant labour in the global
market and the growth of the middle class. She set
Bangladesh on course to reap benefits from the era of
globalization that began at the end of the Cold War.
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